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SECRET
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Headquarters, U Field Force Vietnam Artillery
APO San Francisco 96266

AVFB-FA

SUBJECTt Operational Report of Headquarters, U Field Force
Vietnam Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1968,
RCS CSFOR-65 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (S) Sectioh 1. aerations: Significant Activities.

a. Administration/ Personnel.

(1) During this period there was a change in the command of
.U FFORCEV Artillery. Brigadier Generas Charles Cantrell assumed
command of 31 FFORCEV Artillery on I June 1968. Personnel rota-
tion was slightly higher than normal for the r onths of %une and 3uly.
Replacements have been received in adequate Nimbers for all MOS po-
sitions with the exception of 05C (Radio Teletypewriter Operators).
The following awards were presented to assigned and attached person-
nel.

(a) Legion of Merit - 1

(b) Bronze Star - 24

(c) Air Medal - 13

(d) Army Commendation Medal - 25,-

(e) Army Commendation Medal (V) - 2

(f) Purple Heart - 1

(2) The headquarters was engaged in normal operations during the
period with concurrent effort directed toward improving defensive Do-

UTNJXI Al 3 YEAR INi1RYAiS;
SECRET DU$,0 AFT[ 12 YA.' " ' D BN s2 O0 .1 O0. ,



SECRET
(3) Headquartera Battery, 8th Battalion, 25th Artillery (TAB) re-

ceived the assignment of 15 Radar Detachments during the period.

(4) There were no administrative or tactical movements of the II
FFORGEV Artillery Headquarters during this reporting period.

(5) Current organizational structure of II FFORCEV Artillery is
at inclosure 1.

b. .ertiono.

(1) General. Thig reporting period was characterized by reposi-
tioning of Force Artillery to cope with the changing operational situa-
tion. Force Artillery capabilities were decreased appreciably by re-
quirements for additional light artillery in IV Corps Tactical Zone ana
by the loss of control of artillery assets that have been tasked to de-
fend the Saigon area as an integral part of Ck pitWl Military Assistance
Command (CMAC). Continuing emphasis was placed on improving the
effectiveness of A1VN ArtiL~ery and providing artillery support for
SF/CIDG personnel.

(2) Tactical Deployme--'-t and Missions of n FFORCfl Arty Units,
Current base camp deployments of II FFORCEV Arty unfs are listed
in Inclosure 2. Heavy Artillery coverage within III and IV Corps Tac-
tical Zones is portrayed graphically in Inclosure 3. General tactical
missions are outlined in Inclosure 4, but individual unit missions have
varied with operational requirements.

(a) Since the close of the last reporting period heavy artillery cov-
erage has not changed, The lot Battalion, 83d Artillery (8"1SP) which
was attached to Headquarters, Provisional Corps Vietnam was subse-
quently assigned to that headquarters by USARV General Order 2522,
dated 27 )4y 1968.

(b) On 8 -Yune 1968, the 6th Battalion, 15th Artillery (105mm T),
and the 6th Battalion, 77th Artillery (105rm T) were detached from
the 1st and 25th Infantry Divisions respectively and assigned within
II FFCRCCEV Artillery. The assignment of these light artillery bat-
talions within UI FFORCF" Artillery was considered necessary to meet
the impending commitment of providing a light artillery battalion to
Senior Advisor, IV CTZ and still maintain some capability of provid-
ing responsive and flexible light artillery support for II FF CEV
units. On 10 Sune 1968, the 6th Battalion, 15th Artillery, which had
been selected to-be placed OPCON to SA IV CTZ, was directed to

INCL
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deploy to atigon in order to satisfy the critical need for additional artil-
lery in the defense of the city. The battalion was placed OPOON to the
newly formed Capital Military Assistance Command and was given a
thirty (30) day delay in deployment to the IV CTZ. However, because
the 6th Battalion, 15th Artillery became such an integral part of the
structure of CMAC, it was decided that the battalion be retained indefi-
ni tely in an OPCON status and that II FFORCFV select another light
artillery unit tM satisfy the commitment in the IV CTZ. The 6th Bat-
talion, 77th Artillery was the unit selected to deploy to the W CTZ and
be placed in an OPCON status to the Senior Advisor.

(c) On 15 July 1968, the 6th Battalion, 77th Artillery was rassigned
from the 23d Artillery Group to the 54th Artillery Group and further at-
tached for all purposes to the 9th Infai-try Division. Special instructions
contained in the reassignment orders specified that the 6th Bgttalion,
77th Artillery would be placed OPCON to the Senior Advisor, IV CTZ,
upon crossing the Iii - IV CTZ boundary. On 15 July 1968, the 6th Bat-
talion, 15th Artillery was reassigned from the 54th Artillery Group to
the 23d Artillery Group but remained in an OPCON status to CG, CMAC,
after the reassignment. The significance of the reassignment of these
light artillery battalions to Force Artillery was a substantial increase
in the Force's lig.at artillery assets? however, the subsequent rede-
ployments and current OPCON missions places them temporarily out
of the control of 11 FF6)RCEV Arty.

(d) On 10 Tune 1968, Battery B, 7th Battalion, 8th Artillery de-
parted Bien Hoa for Xuan Loc. Concurrent with this move, Battery C,
7th Battalion, 8th Artillery deployed by platoon echelon from Bien Hoa
to Ben Luc and Battery A of the same battalion displaced from Ben Luc
to Bien Hoa. The redeployment of these batteries was completed on
12 June 1968 and the use of the platoon method of displacement in most
instances allowed for sustained heavy artillery coverage during the en-
tire movement phase. This interchange of base camp locations was
directod primarily to improve morale and maintenance conditions in
the unit that occupies the Ben Luc position. The Ben Luc position is
small, isolated, without significant infantry protection, and receives
frequent'mortar and rocket attacks.

(e) Effective 10 June 1968, the 2d Battalion, 11th Artillery was as-
signed'to the 101st Air Cay Division by USARV General Order 2754
dated 7 June 1968. This medium artillery battalion had previously been
assigned to~the 23d Artillery Group and attached to the 10 1st Air Cay
-Divisio, but the redeployment or thar division to I .ji*.- and the re-
quirement for additional medium artillery to support operations in that
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area resulted in the assignment of the battalton to the division. A Bet-
tery, 2d Battalion, 11th Artillery, with a base camp at Phuoo Vinh did
not deploy to I CTZ with the division and was left in MI CTZ attached to
the 23d Artillery Qrcup. The attachznr At of this battery to the 23d Ar-
tillery Group loft Force Artillery wita an additional ahrmobile medium
artillery capability; howeveor, this unit my be considered only a tempor-
ary asset.

() Ak the close of the last reporting period, 0 Battery, 55th Artil-
lery deployed to the I C TZ, subsequently was attached to the Americal
Division, but remained asallged to I FFORCEV Artillery. Because
the critical personnel functions of requisitlons, assignments, and pro-
motions could not be performed effectively by this headquarters with
the records and morning reports maintained by the Americal Division.
action was initiated to have G Battery, 55th Artillery assigned to the
Americal Division. Assignment was effected on I July 1968 by USAJtV
General Order 2981 dated 21 June 1968, The loss of this battery con-
tinuts to be felt severaly in light of the heavy demands for AW support
throughout UI CTZ.

(g) On 15 June 1963, Battery D 5th Battalion, 2d Attgfery (AW)
(SP) displaced from a base camp-location- at Tay Ninh vic XT 160 510
to Bearcat'vic YT 160 000. This repositioning was directed in order to
achieve an optimum location, for the battery from which it could more
effectively support I FFORCEV units. The relocation of this unit has
increased measurably the equitabli distribution and responsiveness of
AW support for units which do not have an AW battery attached.

(3) Artillery in Sport of the C ta MIU r Assistance Cornan
Increased hostile activity and rockotlmortar attacks concentrated in the
Saigon area have necessitated the positioning of light and vaedium Force
Artillery in the city oi Saigon and in the outlying districts. On 10 June
1968, the 6th Battalion, 15th Artillery was placed OPCON to th-Com.
manding General CMAC and subsequently depl6yed ft the-Sai o,- area.
Headquarters, 6th Battalion, 15th Artillery displaced frni a base- tmp
location at Lai Khe to the Capital Military District Compound and estab-
lished a aontrolheaqtuarters designed to functionas a tactical-ir&e di-
rection center, aircraft warning control center, and as a joint VS -
ARVN fire clearance facility. A Battery. 6th Battalion, 15th, Artllery
established-a fire support base in the Newport Bridge area vid X8 892
942. B Battery, 6th Battalion, 15th Artillery and C Battery of the same
battalion established positions in the Eighth Precinct and adjacent so
Tan Son Nint AFB respe~lvey. Other Force Artillery assets directly
available to CMAC and in direct c =nmnication wh the 6th b
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15th Artillery tactical fire direction center include two (2) 105mm bat-
teries from the 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery and one (1) 155mm (SP) bat-
tery frwn the lit Battalion, 27th Arillery. This organization and posi-
tioning of artillery in the Saigon area allows for rapid transmission of
counter-mortar/counter -rocket target information, uniform dissemina-
tion of fire clearances and tactical instruction, and greatly reduces the
problem of control

(4) Assistance to ARVN.

(a) Artillery of II FFORCEV continued programs of assistance to
ARVN, SF/CIDG, and RF/PF in arti lery fire support, training, and
fire plarning. During the period I May through 30 June alone, US Ar-
tilery -l--ed 12, 798 missions expending 51, 160 rounds of ammunition
in support of ARVN ground forces, SF/CIDG, and RF/PF. On 178 oc-
casions US Artillery fired in defense of RF/PF outposts, and on at least
seven (7) occasions Force Artillery displaced to support SF/CIDG op-
erations.

(b) The program to extend survey control to high priority outposts
throughout the IMI CTZ is nearing completion. Although the results of
this program have not as yet been completely determined, a greater
degree of accuracy has bee.a achieved in firing defensive concentration*
that are close to populated areas. This type of survey control has been
extended to other outposts by artillery survey sections at division and
group levels in response to requests from Province and District Head-
quarters. On numerous occasions survey assistance has been provided
by US Artillery units to ARVN Artillery located in the same area of op-
eration.

(c) The noted general improvement in ARVN Artillery during re-
cent months was it; part the result of the ARVN Artillery P afresher
Training Program that wan conducted by the Division Artilleries and
supported by the Artillery Groups. The lst, 9th, and 25th US Division
Artilleries .;rere given the mission of training the 5th, 18th, and 25th
ARVN Division Artileries respectively, and all ARVN Corps Artillery
155mm platoons in the ARVN DTAs. The 23d Artillery Group assisted
the 1st and 25th Division Artilleries while the 54th Artillery Group as-
rmed the responsibility for training the 18th ARVN Division Artillery
when the 9th US Division was committed to extensive operations in the
Delta area. This recently" completed program required eight (8) months
of instruction during which eight (8) ARVN battalions were trained.
The training was conducted on site at each of the fifty-five (55) ARVN Ar-
tillery platoon I ctions throughout the M CTZ. With the completion

5
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of the Artillery Re,!resher Course, ARVN has undertaken an extensive
training program lor artillery platoon leaders. This US inspired train-
ing will be conducted in three (3) phases at the Ill Corps leadquarters in
Bien Hoa. In .conjunction with this training, each ARVN class will visit
a US Artillery battery in the Bien Hoa area. In addition to providing a
higher degree of proficiency in ARVN Artillery units, the Refresher
Training Progran has given ARVN ArtiUe.-y the required materiel and
methodology to conduct similar programs with their own instructor per-
sonnel on a continuing b'.sis.

(5) Assistance to SF/CIDG. Artillery training of SF/CDG person-
nel at Katum and Thien Ngor has been completed. SF/CIDG personnel
took over the operation of the guns at Thien Ngon on I June 1968 and at
Katum on 15 3uly 1968. The decision to establish SF/CDG mnanned ar-
tillery positions at these two (2) isolatisd sites near the Cambodian bor-
der was arrived at in late February 1968 when the ZSth infantry Division
was tasked to provide two (2) 105mm howitzers to each of the SF/CIDG
camps. Responding to this mission, the 25th Division provided one of-
ficer and eighteen (18) EM with two (2) guns and associated communi-
cationo and FDC equilment from the 6th Battalion, 77th Artillery at
each location. Because this commitment constituted a heavy drain on
the personnel resources of the US Artillery batteries the decision was
made to -withdraw US Artillery personnel and turn the artillery pieces
and associated equipment over to the SF/CIDG on a temporary loan
basis. To support the requirements of this decision III ARVN Corps
agreed to provide the cadre to conduct artillery training prior to the
turnover. The 25th ARVN Division Artillery organized two (2) teams
of one (1) officer and ten (10) EM each and began artillery trainiag at
each camp on 1 April 1968. Additionally, IM ARVN Corps provided
one (1) ARVN officer and two (2) ARVN NCOs to remaUi at each artil-
-lery position in a supervisory capacity after the training program was
completed. With the completion of the-training program and the subse-
quent assumption of operations by SF/CIDG personnel, the US Artillery
personnel at Katum and Thien Ngon were released to rejoin their par-
ent organization. The intent of this turnover of responsibility was to
provide responsive close artillery support in the critical TAOR* of
Thien Ngon and Katum without creating a severe personnel drain on
the already heavily committed US light artillery units. Because the
loan of artillery pieces could only be effected on a temporary basis, a
lasting solution to the problem has not yet been arrived at. However,
in tke event that artillery pieces become available on a permanent
basis and a transier vi accounift-10111y caa~ be &Uece Ih !%CfY
at the two camps will have trained artillery per sonnel ready to assume
operations. SECRET
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(6) Artillery Supert of.Sr/CDG. Force Artillery ipport of SF1

CIDG operations was continuous throughout this ,repowtin ,period and on
some occaal.ons it was necessary to reposition artillery units to provide
the necessary coverage. USArtillery supported seven (7),Special Forces
operations that required the displacement of arilleryunits an6i 'in all in-
stances liaison and forward observer teams were attached to the sup-
ported unit for the duration cf the operation. Additionally, the place,
ment of a hill time artillery liaison officer in the Co A, 5thSpecialForcea
Group TOC has allowed for a timely and continuous flow of pertinent
tacti cal Information and has greatly facilitated the preparation of e0pe'a-
tion.9 plans that requite arilery support information. The most signifi-
cant 6F/CIDG operations supported by Force Artillery are listed below.

(a) On 1 May 1968, Force Artillery 175mm guns located at FSB St.
Barbara sup.ortcd a mult-compiny sized operation in the vicinity ,of
LZ WAR PATH. At-tillery support was continuous throughout 'the two
(Z) dar operat. n and 'the fi.e zripport rendered was termed highly ac-
curate and immediately vesponsive.

(b) On 15 May 1968, the 175ram guns atSt. Barbara and the 105rm
howitzers at Th.en Ngon supported a 1lrge combat assault in the Vicin-
ity-of LZ BOW (XT 097 9O6 .

(d) During the period 1 Ju.e through .22 June 1968, Force Artillery
supported six (6) Mobile Strike Force ,companie ,conducting operations in
northern Tay Ninh Province, In upport ,of this- fast moving opeat on zone
(1) 1 55rnm platoon from A B'Lwy, 2d Battalion, Uth Artillery -was airliftedto
FEB St. Barbara. When the operation moved.further north the same pli-
toon vis extracted from FSB St. Barbava andairlifted to Katumn. In sup-
port of the same operation, an additionat 155mm 'patoon from A Btr.y, :5th
Battalion, 42dArtllery 'was aliftfid .from Bearcat to'Tong Le Chon topro-
vide supporting fires from thatlocation for the duration of the operation.

(7) Programs to Increase the Accuracy of Artllery.

(a) Survey. The greater 1.rt of thb survey effort during this re-
porting period ha P. been diL-,,aed -at refinlAg the counter-mortar/coun-
ter-rocket defenses In the SPign sren. Additi oil counter-mortar
defenses have bees. providel su.'vey data at Bearcat, the 9th ,infantry
Division He drjluarters, nd aT2r aud the ammunition unloadintg and

storage site at Cat ILi The 8th Battalionb 25th Artllhry (TAB) com-
pleied iiiervey 10V 36~ &Z"WeCA cetnYi &LMMt 0
western perimeter of Tan ,§n Nhut Air Bade. The 0otwbhihzneat of
these defensive concentration p~bints allows fot thk rapid delivery of
masoed artflh.ty fikes and 6itiwes greatly the accuracy of the fires
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delivered. To combat the rockothnortar threat, the 8th Battalion, 2th
Artillery (TAB) , surv, red. nine (9) flash observation positions in asnd
around the Saigon area. Fach positton is equtpjied -with an M65 perisecope
which allows for accurate azimuth readings to the observed flash. Ad-
ditionally, three (3) AN/MPQ-4A radar sites have been located on aur-
veyed sites around Tan Son Nhut Air Base. The radar at each site has
been oriented to ocan in designated areas, which provides optimum ra-
dar coverage for the air base and facilitates plotting hostile launch po-
sitions. The current status of survey is shown in Inclosure 6.

(b) Calibration of Artillery Pieces. During this reporting period
311 weapons were serviced throughout III CTZ. Three hundred one (301)
weapons were calibrated, and pull-over guage readings were made on
311 weapons. Of a total of 51 units that received calibration service,
24 were ARVN units.

(c) Metro. The arrival of the 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery with an
assigned meteorological section made possible the relocation of one
metro station of the 8th Battalion, 25th Artillery (TAB) from Nui Dat
to Tan An. The sigaificance of this relocation was to provide meteoro-
logical coverage in the gap that existed previously between the metro
stations at Cu Chi and Dong Tarn and to extend coverage to a previously
uncovered area south of Saigun (see Inclosure 5). Additionally, the es-
tablishment of a meteorological station at Tan An will permit the sta'
tion currently located at Dong Tarr to displace and provide additional
coverage of the 9th Infantry Division's area of operation.

(d) FADAC. At the close of the last reporting period the 5th Bat-
talin, 42d Artillery was assigned to II FFORCEV Artillery from their
CONUS station at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Arriving in country
without FADAC, the u.nit immediately requisitioned asid oubsequetly re-
ceived FADAC through normal supply channels. Prior to issue, an
orientation on the operation and maintenance oi this equipment was
given by a provisional element from the FADAC Orientation Team Pa-
cific on 10 - 14 June 1968.

(8) Program to Insure. Safetr of Aircraft. On 23 Xuly 1966. II
FFGRCEV published Regulation 385-2, which established air corri-
dors through which aircraft could fly and into which artillery could
not fire without prior clearance from uvlation agencies. Additionally,
this regulation provided for the establishment of art.1lery air controlLagencies in each tactical area of responsibility and in each area of ep-
eration for the purpose of providing pilots with comprehensive artil-
lery information necessary for them to effect a safe departure from
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an established flight corridor. The procedures set forth in this regula-
tion insured protection for the comparatively slow and low'lyig aircraft
which operate throughout the MI CTZ. However, these procedures
would not accommodate the high performance counercial and military
aircraft that habitually operate at higher altitudes under radar control
from a centralized traffic control agency. The control agencies vec-
toring high performance type aircraft are not equipped or staffed to
handle the large volume of pertinent artillery data necessary to insure
the desired degree of safety for the aircraft they are controlling. To
cope with this problem it was decided that only heavy artillery- informa-
tion would be reported and that high performance aircraft would be
vectored around the artillery fires. Experience soon indicated that
this vectoring system restricted the movement of aircraft excessively,
and it became evident that further improvements to the present system
had to be made. U FFORCEV Artillery in conjunction with concerned
II FFORCEV staff sections formulated plans to improve upon the exist,-
ing system and published a revised regulation. This new regulation es-
tablished air corridors for Tan Son Nhut and Bien Hos Air Bases and
get forth procedures for reporting all artillery with a maximum ordinate
above 7000 feet to designated Air Force CRCs. It also provided for the
establishment of artillery vrning and control centers throughout II
CTZ which function as route clearance and artillery warning facilities.
At present there are 16 artillery warning control beaters located through-
out the II CTZ which receive all artillery firing data from US, FWMAV,
and ARVN artillery units. II FFORCEV Artillery FSCE has conducted
a recent analysis of the present system and has determinei that the
most efficient means of vectoring aircraft would be to give the Air
Force responsibility for all aircraft flying above 5000 feet. In this way
an equitablo and manageable solution to the aircraft warning problem
could be achieved. Effective 1 August 1968 all aircraft flying below
5000 feet will be controlled by Army agencies and al aircraft above
that altitude vt.-il be an Air Force responsibility.

c. lntellie-ence.

2 ,(1) Counter-Mortar and Ground Surveillance Radar Detachments

(a) On 6 May 1968, the ten (10) counter-mortar radar detachments
and one (1) ground surveillance radar detachment assigned to the 97th
Artillery Group (Air Defense) wer, 7 % 'gned to Headquarters Battery,

O=a .a.i,...IV~ ".maaaldrnannd the stftach-

ment of two (2) AN/TPS-25 rad4. , .Izons on 28 3Aly 1968 significantly
increased the counter mortar capability of Force Artillery and allowed
Jor greater flexibility of control in meeting the cur% ent threat.

SECRET



SECRET
(b) On 30 June 1968, four (4) new detachments, the 257th, 258th,

259th, and the 260th Field Artillery Detachments (Countermortar Ra-
dar) arrived in country. These detachments were assigned to the 8th
Battalion, 25th Artillery TAB) and were attached or placed OPCON to
major commands within II FFORCEV. The 257th and 258th Field Ar-
*tillery Detachments were attached to the 25th Infantry Division to as-
sist in the defense of the base camps at Dau Tieng and Cu Chi. The
259th was placed OPCON to the recently formed Capital )W4itary As-
sistance Command in Saigon to reinforce the counter-mortar/countex -
rocket defense around the city and adjacent districts. The 260th Field
Artillery Detachment was attached to the 1st Infantry Division to assist
in the defense of Lai Khe. The assignment of these additional radar de-
tachments within HI FFORCEV provided for a more uniform distribution
of radar coverage around designated vital areas throughout the command.
At present there are twenty-six (26) counter-mortar radars in II
FFORCEV TAO,

(2) Radar Detachments in CMAC. There are seven (7) detachments
assigned to the 8th Battalion, 25th Artillery (TAB) curren:ly employed
in the defense of the Saigon area. The controlling headquarters for
these detachments is the Capital Military Assistance Command (CMAC).
Coordination and supervision of the radar surveillance effort in the
Saigon area is the responsibility of the CMAC Artillery Officer.

(3) Counter-Rocket Experiments. On 5, 7, and 9 June 1968, a
team composed of personnel from UI FFORCEV Artillery and the 25th
Infantry Division conducted live firing experiments with captured
122mm rockets. A firing position was established adjacent to the Long
Binh Ammunition Supply Point and an impact area w&s selected north
of Bearcat. To provide a realistic evaluation of counter-ba.ttery de-
tection capabilities, two (2) counter-mortar radars, AN/MPQ-4A,
were positioned on the north edge of the Bearcat base camp, with a
scan setting corresponding to the approximate azimuth of fire. One of
the radars used to conduct the experiment had received a special mod-
ification to the computer to allow a lower beam solution to the problem.
One of the primary objects of the experiment was to test the ability of
the radars to detect the rocket during the down range, flat trajectory
phase of flight, The experiment proved that the radars were marginal-
ly successful in detecting the rockets, and launch point location accura-
cies were for the most part quite pooz. The main problem encountered
was found to be in the design characteristics of the radar which lim-
ited its ability to strobe the distance between the entrance and exit
points of the flat trajectory rocket as it intersected the beams (see In-
closure ri. The ANiMkP-4A radar which was designed to locate the
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point Of origin for high trajectoiry projectiles was unable to compute a
meaningful launch location for the low trajectory rockets. The results
of this experimentation indicate that further testing should be conducted
to determine what additional modifications should be applied to the AN/
MPQ-4A radar to provide a reliable rocket detection capability.

(4) Saigon Defense Against Rocket and Mortar Attack. To cope
with the rocket and mortar threat to the city of Saigon9 II FFORCEV
Artillery was tasked to establish and integrate flash observation posi-
tions around the perimeter of the city. Nine (9) flash observation posts
were constructed and configured to form a complete triangle around the
metropolitan area. Three (3) of these observation posts are located on
60 foot steel towers, two (2) are located on 100 foot water towers, two
(a) are positioned on buildings, and the remaining two (2) are on 80 foot
radio towers. During the period 17 June through I July, the 8th Bat-
talion, 25th Artillery (TAB) brought fourth order survey control to all
nine (9) flash control towers which identified the exact location of each
position. A flash control center was organized and placed under the op-
erational contreo of CMAC. This control center determines the coordi-
nates of the rocket or mortar launch point by a process of intersection
based on the azim'.rths received from the tower sightings. Artillery
personnel in CMIXAC report th'-.t this is their most reliable means of lo-
cating hostile rocket and mortar locations.

(5) Long Binh/Bien Hoa Defense Against Rocket and Mortar Attack.
The flash base that was established around the Long Binh/Bien Hoa area
during the last reporting period ia currently being relocated a.nd re-
organized to provide greater depth and increased accuracy. Sixty (60)
foot towers are being constructed at selected locations to replace the
present perimeter towers. The width of the flash base has been ex-
tended to provide greater accuracy in locating the enemy firing posi-
tion. By repacing the wooden azimuth measuring devices with M65
periscopes the a1.c.-acy of the tower sightings has been increased. An
M5 plotting board now is being used in the II FFORCEV Artillery flash
control center to el'hin-ate the inaccuracies inherent in the map plot-
ting system and to facilitate rapid target location. The new flash base
is currently forty per cent completed and should be operational prior
to 20 August l 68.

btt 11
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2. 'C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander'. Observations, Evil.
uatiins, and Recommendations.

a. Personnel. None.

b. Operations. None.

c. Training. FADAC Training.

(l) Observation: On 29 Apr-1 196S, the 5th Battaion, 42d Artillery
arrived in country and was further assigned to 54th Artillery Group.
Upon arrival the unit had no FADAC equipment and their personnel
were only marginally trained in the use of the equipment. The unit
imnediately submitted a requisition for this equipment, and USARV
filled the request from in-country, resources. Once the unit received
the FADAC equipment, designated personnel received professional on
site instruction in operation and maintenance from a provisional team
of the FADAC Assistance Team, Pacific. At present, supply person-
nel report that there are no FADACs available in the inventory in RVN
and that no other FADACs are programmed, other than those previous-
ly designated as floats or replacements. Moreover, when the FADAC
Assistance Team, Pacific conpletely, suspends in-country activity in
August 1968, there will be no qualified instructors to school untrained
personnel.

(2) Evaluation: Under the existing conditions it is imperative that
all new artillery units deploying to RVN be equipped and trained with
FADAC. FADAC me-surably increases a unit' s ability to conduct con-
tinuous operations in a counterguerrilla environment where artillery
fire must be responsive and still meet the safety restrictions created
by no fire areas. Artillery units in RVN operating without FADAC
are handicapped considerably.

(3) Recommendation: That all field artillery units deploying to
RVN be equipped and-trained with FADAC prior to their departure
from CONUS.

d. I eie. Flash.Base Personnel.

(1) Observation: To cope with the threat of rocket ani mortar at-
tacks against Saigon and major military complexes throughout the MI
CTZ, an elaborate system of integrated flash bases has been employed
around the areas most likely to receive enemy attack. The effective-
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ness of ,he counter-rocket/co':nter-mortar program will depend to alarge degree on th quix.!y oA .he personnel manning the observation

posts. The personrel who man t he observation posts never have re-
ceived any format training insighting techniques and generally are
unfamiliar with the equipment that is used,

(2) Evluation: The heavy volume of rocket and mortar attacks rep-
resents a relatively new innovation in enem tactics, and in the early
buildup of forces it wac difficult to foresee the need for additional tar-
get arquIsition personnel to opetate static defenses around high priority
ar.as. The need for trained target acquisition personnel has now in-
creased to the point where they are required in alrmoot every major
mi.it .ry area in the Ill CTZ. However, these personnel are not avail-
able wit in Vietnam in the numbers required to fill the key positions in
the counter-roeket/'uunter-mortar defenses. Ad,_.ionally, current
personnel assets vil not permit the asaignment of trocr: to flash base
potsitiona on a permanent basis, and a roster system must be used.
The use of the roster system means that personnel will not develop
the proficiency that cc.es with daily experience on the job, and the ac-

-. curacy of the flash siglhti.ngs is substandard. Recent teato conducted
by 71 FFORCEV Artillery have proven that th-e information obtained
from the flash toweis mansad by p-r'sonne! vio perform that duty on
a bi-weekly basic was inaccurate, Untimely, and frequently Invalid.

(3) Recommendation: That increased emphasis be placed on flash
ranging and target acquisition techniques during AIT at Fort Sill,
Ok%.dioma, and that trained target acquisition personnel be aicigz ed to
a special TD for bade camp defense of selected installations which can-
not provide required personnel from their own combat unit tesources.

(1) Meteorological Equipment.

(a) Observation: Rawin Set, AN/GMD- 1 has been In the field for
the past fifteen (151 years and no program for periodic overhaul or
provision for support maintewice has been established. With the
heavy demands placed on meteorological units in RVN, It is essential
that the Rawin Set, which Is the major piece of o;ipment in each met-
ro section, be given adequate maintenance support.

(b) Evaluation: The critical problems associated with the main-

tenance o Rawn Sets bas caused the 1st Logistical Command to impile-

CONFIDENTIAL
13

4i



1CONFIDENTIAL

ment measures called tor in the Cyclic Overhaul Program. Howev.-r,
this program has not been eff,-cted to date due to the currint Army-
wide shortage of Rawin Sets which makes it impossibl-, to obtain re-
placements for the sets that are scheduled for overhaul. At present,
nine '9) of the eleven (11) sets in II FFORCEV exceed the criteria for
cyc,'c overhaul by an average figure of ten (10) yars. Because t is
mmioir piece of -.Juipment is vital to all meteorological operations, Lt
is i",perative that replacements be procured on a continuing basis to

al.w for the turn-in of the overage sets curxently deployed in the field.

(c) Recommendation: That additional Rawin Sets be procured$ and

that a mainte iance program as recommended in nX FFORCEV Artillery

letter dated 27 Jul 68, subject: Requirement for Maintenance Support
of Meteorological Equipment, bt initiated.

(2) Survey Fquipment,

(a) Observatio-i: The MC8 Distance Measuring Equipment used
by the survey aectio=xs of II FFORCEV Artillery has proven to be
most urnn""safactour, based on a dowa time expertence of 757.

(b) Evaluation: DMEs are vital to survey crews ir Vietnam in
the extension of survey control. The most practical method of sur-
vey in RVN, due to terrain and enemy forces, is traverse, and DMEs

allow the surveyor to cover great distances with maximum speed, ac-

curacy, and safety. The persistent maintenance problems associ-

ated with the MC8 DME have required surveyors to use less desir-

able methods in the extension of survey control in hostile areas and
have increased the requirements for security forces necessary to
protect survey personnel.

(c) Recommendation. That the MCO DMEs currently in use be

replaced by the more stable MRA 301 DME.

f. Organization. None.

g. Other. None.

7 Incl CHARLES CANTRELL
Brigadier General, USA

.I-Organization of Il Commanding
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Arama(15 Aug 68:lo Indin 1Jl 98
UB-TECTs Clprationwa bport of Headquartera, I Field Foro Vietnam

Artillery for Period Cs ORo65 (U)

D, H4 11 WORGI, APO Sin Vre~oiaoo 96266 68 AM
TKRU& Comumnding Genl, US Azw Vetacz, ATTN. AVM,(MBT), A0 96375

oumaer-n-Chief, Us 6w Paoifio, ATTN. GPOP-, APO 96558

TO. Assistant Chief of Staff for Voroo Developmnt, Departmnt of the
Arq, Wahiiiton, D.C. 2G310

1. Subject report in forwarded.

2. This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report -
Lesson@ Learned of 11 Field Force Vietnam Artillery, for period ending 31
July 1968.

FOR THE COMOUJDRs

flO o. IL soa¥,
ILT, AQ
Am AQ/

NVC68s

Aews oci 3 7
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AV.GV-)ST (15 Aug 68) 2d Ind (..) ' MA Klingrn/ds/L", A,33
oIlFkrT' '"Operational Report of Headquarters, i'T Oield Force Vietnar,

Arti.lery for Period V nding 31 July Y6P, \%'2 ', ?O"-65 (U)

IMADQUAdT ;S, NIT'1) STATILS A!MY, VI 'AM, APO 3an Francisc.' qQ'5 3 1 OCT 1968
?: Comander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, A j'1,: GI';P-i)T, A',c)6558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational. eport-tessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1q68 from !eadquarter ,
II Field Force Vietnam Artillery.

2. (C) Comm.ents follow:

a. Reference iten concerning FADAC training, page 12, pararanh :
,oncur. This recommendation is in effect and deploying units are FADA

equipped and trained prior to their arrival in RX',l.

b. Reference iten concerning flash Iase personnel, page 12, -ara-
-ranh 2d:

(1) Concur in the requirement for additional flash ranging and tareLt,
acquisition training for enli; ed nersonnel. flonconcur, however, thil, it
be provided in AIT. During his recent visit to tU, the Jirector of the
Target Acquisition Department, US Army Artilery and issile School,
indicated that the school intended to extend ',he enlisted survey specialist
course by two weeks to include the requirement for flash ranging training.

(2) Nonconcur that trained target acquisition personnel 1,e provided
to base camp TD. Persornel trained in this specialty are expected go
remain in short, supply.

c. Reference item concerning meterological equipment, page 13, para-
graph 2e(l): Concur with the recommendation to procure additional Rawin
Sets. This headquarters will inform DA and USA2j(9, of general and specific
problems pertaini.ng to meterological equipment caused by age and lack of
repair parts and will reconend that this equipment be included in the
tClosed Loop Program. The recommendation pertaining to maintenance of Fawin
Sets is discussed in a letter from this headquarters to II 2ield Force
Vietnam, dated 18 September 19/8.

C I T
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AVHGC-DST (15 Aug 68) 2d Ind (C)
SUBJICT: Operational Report of Headquarters, II Field Force Vietnam

Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (U)

d. Reference item concerning survey equilnent, page 14, paragraph
2e(2): Concur in the evaluation that the MC8 Distance Measuring juip-
ment (DME) is difficult to maintain. The MRA 301 DME is currently under
evaluation and it cannot be determined at this time if it is an adequate
substitute for the MC8 DME.

FOR THE CiXANDER:.

7 Inci
nc W. C. ARNTZ

CPTIkGC (
uhaint Adjutant e oeralCy furn:

HQ !I FF
HQ II FFV Arty
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GPOP-DT (15 Aug 68) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, II Field Force Vietnam

Artillery for Period Ending 31 July 1966,
RCS CSFOR-65 (Ri)

HQ1 US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 93558 2 DEC 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and
forwarding indorsements and concurs in the report as
indorsed.

FOR THE COM~MANDER IN CHIEF:

t M1. DBmM, tED E. HAN,,SARD
Incl Colonel, AGC

nc Adjutant General
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ORGANZATION OF If FFORCEV ARTIZLERY

1. The following unit i assigned to HQ, 11 FFORCEV Artilleryt Head-
quarters and Hoodquaters Battery, 8th Target Acquisition Battalfon.
25th Artillery. The follwlng units are assigned to 8th TAB, 25th Ar-
tilery and trther attached or placed OPCON as indkcstel:

a. 67th Infantry Detachrmegu Gr d Bveillance) OPCON SA
Dong Na

b. 6th-FieldArtillery Detachment (Radar): OPCON CMAC,

,Q 9th Field AtilUery Detachment (Radar).* OPCON SA Dong Nat

d. 76th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar): OPCON SA Dong Nal.

e. 79th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar): OPCON CMAC.

f. 231st Field Artillery Detachment (RadarY. OPCON CMAfC.

g. 234th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar): Attached lst Infantry
Division,

h. 246th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar'- OPCOIN SA Dong
Nai.

1. 247th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)a OPCON CMAC,

J. 248th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar): OPCON Dong Nal.

k. 249th Pield Artillery Detachment (Radar): OPCON CMAC.

. 257th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar): Attached 2501 Inan-
ry Division.

m, 258th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar): Attached 25f1 In-
.fantry Division.

n. 259th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar):. OPCON CMAC.

o. 260th Field Artillery Detachment (Radar)i Attached lot Wnfan-
try Division,

CONFIDENTIAL
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2. W., I1 FFORCEV Artillery has operational control of two (2) artil-
lery groups and an automatic weapons battalion. The artillery battal-
ions listed herein are assigned to the artillery group indicated and are
under operational control of 32 FFORCEV Artillery, except as specified.
The separate 155mm battery shown under the 23d Artillery Group is as-
signed with its parent battalion to the 101st Air Cavalry Dvision and Is
currently attached to the 23d Artillery Group.

a. 23d-Artillery Group.

(1) 2d Battalion, 13th Artillery (105mm T).

(2) 6th Battalion, 15th Arillery (105mm T) (OPCON CMACYo

(3) A BF.ttery, 2d Battalion, 11th Artillery (155mrnm T) (Attached
from 101.t Air Cavalry Division.

(4) lot Battalion, 27th Artillery (155mm SP).

(5) 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (8"/175mm SP).

(6) 2d Battalion, 32d Artillery (8"/175mm SP).

b. 54th Artillery Group.

(1) 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery (105mm T).

(2) 6th Battalion, 77th Artillery.(105nun. T) (OPCON SA IV CTZ).

(3) 2d Battalion, 35th Artflery(155mm SP).

(4) 5th Battalion, 42d Artillery (155mm T).

(5) 7th Battalion, 8th Artillery (8"/175mm SP).

c. 5th Battalion (AW)(SP), 2d Artillery.

(1) Battery D (MG), 7at Artillery.

(2) Battery I (SLT), 29th Artillery.

CONFIDENTIAL
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BASE CAMP BASE CAMP
LOCATION AS OF LOCATION AS OF

UNIT 30 April 1968 31 3uly 1968

HHB, I FFORCEV Arty Long Binh YT 051 111 Long Binh YT 051 111

HHB, 8th Bni, 25th Arty (TAB) Long Binh YT 053 112 Long Binh YT 053 112

HHB, 23d Artillery Group Phu Loi XT 867 162 Phu Loi XT 867 162

Zd Bn, 13th Arty (105mm T) Phu Loi XT 847 152 Phu Loi XT 847 152

HHB, let Bn, 27th Arty (155rimm
SP) Dan Tieng XT 497 481 Dan Tieng XT 498 468

Btry A, lt Bn, Z7th Arty Phu Loi XT 845 158 Phu Lot XT 845 158

Btry B, lst Bn, 27th Arty Tay Ninh XT 143 525 Tay Ninh XT 143 525

Btry Ci let Bn, 27th Arty Dau Tieng XT 497 481 Dau Tieng XT 497 481

HHB, Zd Bns 32d Arty (8"/175
SP) 'ar Nxnh XT 154 513 Tay Ninh XT 141 521

Btry A, 2d Bn, 32d Arty, French Fort XT 275 682 French Fort XT 275 682

Btry B, 2d Bn, 32d Arty Tay Ninh XT 160 524 Tay Ninh XT 160 524

Btry C, 2d Bn, 32d Arty Dan Tieng XT 496 486 Dau Tieng XT 496 486

HHB, 6th Bn, Z7th Arty (8"/175
SP) Quan Lol XT 809 903 Quan Loi XT 809 903

Btry A, 6th Bn, 27th Arty Quan 1*i XT 809 903 Quan Loi XT 809 903

Btry B, 6th Bn, 27th Arty Phnoc Binh YU 138 063 Phuom Binh YU 144 $73

Btry C, 6th Bn, 27th Arty Ph-moc Vinh XT 965 493 Phucc Vinh XT 970 496

Btry A, 2d Bn, 11th Arty (155mm:
T) Phumc Vinh XT 965 493 Phuom Vinh XT 965 493

CONFIDENTIAL, INCLOSURE 2
Positioning of 11 FFMC EV
Artillery
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BASE CAMP BASE CAMP
LOCATION AS OF LOCATION AS OF

UNIT 30 April 1968 31 July 1968

HHB, 54th Artillery Group Xuan Loc YT 460 090 Xua : XT 460 090

7th Bn, 9th Arty (105mm T) Bear Cat YT 169 995 Bear Cat YT 166 001

5th Bn, 42d Arty (155am T) Bear Cat YT 169 995 Bear Cat YT 177 002

HHB, 2d Bn, 35thArtyr (155mm
SP) Xuan Loj YT 470 097 Xuan Loc YT 470 097

Btry A, Zd Bn, 35th Arty Nut Dat YS 428 665 Nut Dat YS 425 726

Btry B, Zd Bn, 35th Arty Xuan Loc YT 470 097 Xuan Loc YT 470 097

Btry C, 2d Bn, 35th Arty Xuan Loc YT 470 097 Xuan Loc YT 470 097

HHB, 7th Bn, 8th Arty (8"/175
SP) Bien Hoa YT025 154 Bien Hoa YT 025 154

Btry A, 7th Bn, 8th Arty Be tc XS 637 766 Bien Hoa YT 025 154

Btry B, 7th Bn, 8th Arty Bien Hoa YT 026 149 Xuan Loc YT 467 098

Btry C, 7th Bn, 8th Arty Xuan Loc YT 467 098 Ben Luc XS 637 766

HHB, 5th Bn (AW)(SP), Zd Arty Long Binh YT 128 114 Long Binh YT 128 114

Btry A, 5th Bn, 2d Arty Phu Lot XT 810 220 Phu Loi XT 847 153

Btry B, 5th Bn, 2d Arty Cu Chi XT 650 170 Cu Chi XT 650 170

Btry C, 5th Bn, zd Arty Bear Cat YT 160 000 Dong Tam XS 417 439

Btry D, 5th Bn, 2d Ar-ty Tay Ninh XT 160 510 Bear Cat YT 166 001

Btry D (MG), 71st Arty Long Binh YT 120 114 Long Binh YT 128 114

HQ Btry I (SLT), 2.th Arty Long Binh YT 128 114 Long Binh YT UZ8 114

I t Platoon Phu Lot XT 810 220 Phu Lot XT 810 220
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BASIC rAMP BASE CAMP
LOCATION A$ Or LOCATION AS OF

UNIT 30 Apr'il 1968 31 July 1968

ad Platoon Cu Chi XT 650 170 Cu Chi XT 650 170

3d Platoon Long inh& YT 128 114 Long Binh YT 128 14

6th Bu, 15th Arty (105nmm T) Lai Hh XT 780 371 Tan Son

Nhut AFB
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MMSIONS OF 11 FFORCEV ARTILLIMY UNITS

1. 23d Artillery Group. General Support It FFORCEV and MU ARVN Corps.

a. ad Bn, 13th Arty OS.Reinf 1st Infantry DIoivion Artillery.

b. Btry A, 2d Bn, 11th Arty. GS Renf lot Infan t y Division Artlllery.

c. lot Bn, 27th Arty. - GRein 25th Infantry Division ArtiUery.

(1) Btry A - OS-Reina 25th Infantry Division ArtlUery.

(2) Btry B - GS-Reinf ad Battalion, 40th Artillery.

(3) Btwy C - OS-Reinf 1st Infntry Division Artillery.

d. 6th Bn, 27th Arty - GS-Reinf lot Infantry Division Artillery.

e. 2d Bn, 32d Arty. S-Reinf 25th Infantry Division Artillery.

f. 6th n, 5th: Arty - OPCON Capital Military Assistance Command.

2. 54th Artillery Group - General Support 1 FFORCEV and ll ARVN Corps.

a. 7th Bn. 9th Arty GS-Reinf 9th Infantry Division Aftillery.

b. 2d Battalion, 35th Artillery - GS UI FFORCEV.

Btry A - GS-ReinS 12th Royal Austr&alig Artillery Field Regiment.

c. 7th Hn, 8th Arty - G 11 FFORCEV.
(1) Btry A - GS U FFORCEV.

(a) Btry B - GS U FFORCEV,

(3) Btry C - GS-Reinf 9th intry Division Artillery.

d. 6th Bn, 77th Arty - Attached 9th Infantry Division, OPCON SA IV CTZ.

SECRET
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3. 5th Battalion (AW) (SP), 2d Artillery. Gene al Support II FORCEV.

4. Btry A - Attached Ist Infaitry Division.

b. Btry B - Attached 25th Infantry Division.

c. BtrV C - Attached 9th iantry Division.

d. Btry D - GS U WPPORCEV.

e. Btry D, 71st Arty (MG) - OS II pFOqRCrV.

f. Btry I. 29th Arty (SLT). GS UI FFOCSEV.

IC SECRETA
_____ _, T

S.r



I CONFIDENTIAL

ww"

LOWS-

AIETRI

* CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

SCHEDULED NATO
UNIT LOCATION BROADCAST TIMES

1. 1 t Inf Div Arty Qua Loi 0200-0800-1400-2000

2. 9th It Div Arty Dong Tam 0200-0800-1400-2000

. 25th Imf Div Arty Cu Chi 0600-1200-1800-2400

4. 1st Bn, 27th Arty Dau Tieng 0400-1000-1600-2200

5. 6th Bn. 27th Arty Phuoc Binh 0300-0900-1500-2100

6. 7th Zn, 8th Arty Bien Hoa 0400-1000-1600-2200

7. 8th Bn, 25th Arty Phzoc Vinh 0430-!030-1630-2230

8. 8th Bn, 25th Arty Tan An 0430-1030-1630-2230

9. 2d Bn, 32d Arty Tay Ninh 0030-0630-1230-1830

10. 2d Bn, 35th Arty Xi. in Loc 0515-1115-1715-2315

11. 5th Bn, 42d Arty N-a j",t 0300-0900-2500.2100

Computer Metro broadcast times are 15 minutea prior to NATO broad-
cast times.
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